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Hum"'" 80 on your FH<1Nc1r CMtJ

Heathkit Mania
And all bought at bargain prices!

Shane P. Brady WB2WPM
34 Rosewood Drive

West Seneca NY 14224

"So what do I do with all ofthis outdated equipment? I have
f un with it!"

I
earned my Nov ice license 22 years

ago. after see ing a ham radio demon 
stratio n as a Boy Scout some 10

years earlier. Recently marri ed and un
able to afford new eq uipment. when I
heard that a local ham was selling a
Heathkit SB- 102. I went for it. That SB 
102 and a 40 meter dipole were my in
troduction to actua l QSOs.

I remember looking through the
Heathkit catalogs. trying to imagine a
station with all the matching accessories
for my SB - 102. The XYL got me started
by giving me the match ing SB-630 s ta
tion co nsole for Chri stmas. T his had a
2~-hour d igital clock. a phone patch. an
SWR meter, and a In-min ute timer. all
in one . I then added the matching
SB -6OO station speaker. Not a shabby
looking station for a Novice in 1974. The
SB- I0:2 is a 13·tuhe HF SSB/CW trans
ceiver, rated at 180 waus input-SO watts
more than most of today's radios-run
ning a pair of 6 1468s a.') fi nals.

When J upgraded to Advanced. the
S8·102 got me contacts with VA. ZS.
VK. and XX. I added the optional 400
Hz fil ter for CWo and what a di fference
that filter made!

Sure. I sold the SB-! 02 and wcn t on to
a solid-state synthesized radio with 100
memories and computer-controlled mi
croprocessors. hut J could n' t forget my
vis ion: to have a complete line o f
Heathkit radios and accessories.

Photo A. WB2 WPM :\ Heathk it cottection.

80 73 Amateur Radio Today · September 1996

Bulldlng the dream

Several years ago I heard about a re
tired ham with some old gear to sell .
That vis it changed my shopp ing habits
at hamfcsts. There was an SB-102 and
an S8-200 I iw amplifier. The S8·200
is still an extremely popular I kw umpli
Iier. It uses a pair of 572B tubes in pa ral
le l fo r finals . Together, the 5B·102 and
the S8-200 were a popular combination
in the late ' 6Os and early ·70s. We
worked out a great deal; he just wanted
them 10 go to a good home and was not
interested in the dollars.

Clearing a spot o n a side table . J
made a new home for myoid fr iends. J
had kept my 58-600 speaker and SB 
630 console: these too joi ned the new
famil y.

As a Novi ce in the early ' 70s. it
seemed to me that four out of five
QSOs were wi th hams who had
Heath ki t equ ipment. Now, in the
1990s, I was trying to mak e contacts
like I d id 20 years ago, with so-called
obsolete equi pment.

Docs that Heathkit combination still
work ? You bet it docs! No , it doesn 't
have the 100 memories, and J do have to

wait a couple of minutes for the
tubes to heat up. But what it docs
very well is make contacts.
You 're not going to hear signals
coming in at less than nt uv on
a crowded ba nd. but how o ften
arc you really under those
conditions? Remember. a clean
signal from 20 years ago still
so unds the same as a clean
signal from a state-of-the -art
transmitter today.

Finding the pieces

At a local ham auct ion. I ran across an
S8 -6 10 monitor scope which also
matched the famous Heathk it "Sll green
line" of equipment. Now I had five
matching pieces from the S8 line. The
stat ion was starti ng to look like the
Heathk it catalogs of 20 years ago. I was
hooked . J had to have al/ the pieces to
the Heathkit SB line !

Packet radio is a nice way to find
" wanted" equ ipment. and I' ve had great
success fi nding bargai ns for o lder equip
ment. A co uple o f messages out o n

packet and soon I had added the SB-650
digital (nixie-t ubes) frequency display
and the 58-620 spec trum an alyzer, for
under 525 each. Yes, they both worked
when I plugged them in. Another packet
req uest and J had two SH-500 2 meter
transvcrters added to my co ll ection (at
next- to-nothing prices) . The 5H-500
also uses 61~6 final s for 50 wat ts output
for SS8 and C Wo

The next piece took so me ads in the
ham classificds. I had only seen one
5 8 -640 in my life, and that was years
ago at Dayton . Thc S8-640 is a remote
VFO that interfaces with the SB line of
transceivers fo r working split freque ncy.

T he hardest piece to loc utc was the
SB·IIO 6 meter transceiver. Most people
hang o n to these '60s vintage rigs. which
use 61~6 tubes for finals for 180 walls
PEP on SSB an d 150 walls CWo

Hamfests wi ll y ie ld a bumper cro p
of old tube-type Heath equipment. I' ve
purchased complete wo rking HF r igs
for $20!

I' ve since added the SB-300 and
S8-303 receivers. along with their
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ma tching 5B-644A remote VFO. All
working, and all obtained at bargain
pnces.

So what do I do with all of this out
dated equipment? I have fun with it!
Whcn visitors come to the shack, most arc
in awe of all those dials and gleaming
knobs. It's almost a shame to tcll them
that, averaged out, I have less than $35 per
piece invested in this sub-hobby. That's
less than a used state-of-the-art rig !

Am I finis hed with my collecting? No
way. There is still an SB-3 13 shortwave
receiver out there waiting for me, the
last piece I'm missing for my collection!
Besides, I still need more basket cases to
com bine with othcr basket cases, to
come up with working units. Why do I

Photo B. WB2WPM at his station.

matching 5B-400 and 5B-401 transmit
ters, to the collection. These twins were
known as the "poor-man's Collins."
HW-l00s and HW-lOls have joined the
family as well, along with many green
accessories such as wattmeters, phone
patches, kcyers, and 5WR bridges.

No, not everything works when I get
it. bUI in most cases all that is required is
rep lacing a tube or two and a quick tune
up. At hamfests there are always boxes
of tubes for sale. The average price for a
tube is $2, but many times they can be
found for only $1 .

Manual s are worth their weight in
gold when working on this older equip
mcnt. I make copies of all manuals and
store them away. I' m eve n collecti ng

"When visitors come to the shack, most are in awe ofall those
dials and gleaming knobs."
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need more and what am I going to do
with all of these Heathkit radios'! Funny,
that's what N2INY, my XYL, asks . Fa

manuals for equipment ] don' t have yet,
just in case I come across it someday.
With the manuals, tune-ups are a cinch, as
in most cases all you need is a known fre
quency source and a YOM. Heathkit's fa
mous step-by-step instructions will lead
you through complete tune-ups, if need be.

Naturally, I've added Heath 's last line
of 5B equipment to my collection. At
another operating position , sits the all 
solid-Slate 5B-I04A transceiver and its
matching 5B-604 speaker and power
supply, the SB-614 monitor scope, and
the 5 8-634 station console and its
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