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Number 80 on your Feedback card

Heathkit Mania

And all bought at bargain prices!

earned my Novice license 22 years
Iagn. after seeing a ham radio demon-

stration as a Boy Scout some 10
years earlier. Recently married and un-
able to afford new equipment, when I
heard that a local ham was selling a
Heathkit SB-102, T went for it. That SB-
102 and a 40 meter dipole were my in-
troduction to actual QSOs.

I remember looking through the
Heathkit catalogs, trying to imagine a
station with all the matching accessories
for my SB-102. The XYL got me started
by giving me the matching SB-630 sta-
tion console for Christmas. This had a
24-hour digital clock, a phone patch, an
SWR meter, and a 10-minute timer, all
in one. | then added the matching
SB-600 station speaker. Not a shabby-
looking station for a Novice in 1974. The
SB-102 is a 13-tube HF SSB/CW trans-
ceiver, rated at 180 watts input—=80 waltts
more than most ol today’s radios—run-
ning a pair of 6146Bs as finals.

When | upgraded to Advanced, the
SB-102 got me contacts with UA, ZS,
VK, and XX. I added the optional 400
Hz filter for CW, and what a difference
that filter made!

Sure, I sold the SB-102 and went on to
a solid-state synthesized radio with 100
memories and computer-controlled mi-
croprocessors, but I couldn’t forget my
vision: to have a complete line of
Heathkit radios and accessories.

Building the dream

Several years ago | heard about a re-
tired ham with some old gear to sell.
That visit changed my shopping habits
at hamfests. There was an SB-102 and
an SB-200 1 kW amplifier. The SB-200
is still an extremely popular 1 kW ampli-
lier. It uses a pair of 572B tubes in paral-
lel for finals. Together, the SB-102 and
the SB-200 were a popular combination
in the late "60s and early “70s. We
worked out a great deal; he just wanted
them to go to a good home and was not
interested in the dollars.

Shane P. Brady WB2WPM
34 Rosewood Drive
West Seneca NY 14224

Finding the pieces

At a local ham auction, I ran across an
SB-610 monitor scope which also
matched the famous Heathkit “SB green
line” of equipment. Now I had five
matching pieces from the SB line. The
station was starting to look like the
Heathkit catalogs of 20 years ago. | was

' hooked. 1 had to have all the pieces to

the Heathkit SB line!

Packet radio 1s a nice way to find
“wanted” equipment, and I've had great
success linding bargains for older equip-
ment. A couple of messages out on

“So what do I do with all of this outdated equipment? I have
fun with it!”

Clearing a spot on a side table, 1
made a new home for my old friends. 1
had kept my SB-600 speaker and SB-
630 console; these too joined the new
family.

As a Novice in the ecarly "70s, it
seemed to me that four out of five
QSOs were with hams who had
Heathkit equipment. Now, in the
1990s. 1 was trying (0 make conlacts
like I did 20 years ago, with so-called
obsolete equipment.

Does that Heathkit combination still
work? You bet it does! No, it doesn’t

- have the 100 memories. and I do have 1o

wait a couple of minutes for the

e

Photo A. WB2WPM s Heathkirt collection.
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el [ tubes to heat up. But what it does
very well 1S make contacts.
You're not going to hear signals

a crowded band, but how often
are you really under those
| conditions? Remember. a clean
signal from 20 years ago still
sounds the same as a clean
signal from a state-of-the-art
transmitter today.

= | coming in at less than 0.1 uV on |

packet and soon I had added the SB-650
digital (mixie-tubes) frequency display
and the SB-620 spectrum analyzer, for
under 525 each. Yes, they both worked
when I plugged them in. Another packet
request and I had two SB-500 2 meter
transverters added to my collection (at
next-to-nothing prices). The SB-3500
also uses 6146 finals for 50 watts output
for SSB and CW.

The next piece took some ads in the
ham classifieds. I had only seen one
SB-640 in my life, and that was years
ago al Dayton. The SB-640) is a remote
VFO that interfaces with the SB line of
transceivers for working split frequency.

The hardest piece to locate was the
SB-110 6 meter transceiver. Most people
hang on to these '60s vintage rigs. which
use 6146 tubes for finals for 180 watts
PEP on SSB and 150 watts CW.,

Hamfests will yield a bumper crop
of old tube-type Heath equipment. I've
purchased complete working HF rigs
for $20!

I’ve since added the SB-300 and
SB-303 receivers, along with their



%
Photo B. WB2WPM at his station.

maitching SB-400 and SB-401 transmit-
ters, to the collection. These twins were
known as the “poor-man’s Collins.”
HW-100s and HW-101s have joined the
family as well, along with many green
accessories such as wattmeters, phone
patches, keyers, and SWR bridges.

No, not everything works when I get
it, but in most cases all that is required is
replacing a tube or two and a quick tune-
up. At hamfests there are always boxes
of tubes for sale. The average price for a
tube is $2, but many times they can be
found for only $1.

Manuals are worth their weight in
gold when working on this older equip-
ment. I make copies of all manuals and
store them away. I'm even collecting

Photos by WB2JFP.

matching SB-644A remote VFO. All
working, and all obtained at bargain
prices.

So what do I do with all of this out-
dated equipment? I have fun with it!
When visitors come to the shack, most are
in awe of all those dials and gleaming
knobs. It’s almost a shame to tell them
that, averaged out, I have less than $35 per

| piece invested in this sub-hobby. That’s

less than a used state-of-the-art rig!

Am I finished with my collecting? No
way. There is still an SB-313 shortwave
receiver out there waiting for me, the
last piece I'm missing for my collection!
Besides, 1 still need more basket cases to
combine with other basket cases, 10
come up with working units. Why do I

“When visitors come to the shack, most are in awe of all those
dials and gleaming knobs.”

manuals for equipment I don’t have yelt,
just in case I come across it someday.
With the manuals, tune-ups are a cinch, as
in most cases all you need is a known fre-
quency source and a VOM. Heathkit's fa-
mous step-by-step instructions will lead
you through complete tune-ups, if need be.

Naturally, I've added Heath’s last line
of SB equipment to my collection. At
another operating position, sits the all-

solid-state SB-104A transceiver and its |

matching SB-604 speaker and power
supply, the SB-614 monitor scope, and
the SB-634 station console and its

need more and what am I going to do
with all of these Heathkit radios? Funny,
that's what N2INY, my XYL, asks. 8

here's the Beam?

Unobtrusive DX Gain Antennas for 80 thru 10
» Easily hidden * Install Fast * Fixed or Portable *

There's a 20 meter antenna with real DX Punch

hadden 1n thes picture. You can't see¢ il and your

= neighbors can'l entber. Bat it works DX barefoot
DN sovaay. How shout a low profile 504030 m-

s o Sk bander? Ora 2 element monobasder for the smic?

. ,,h:" All easily it the pockerbook—Prived $29 10 S0,
- 35 L

Work DX without telling the neighbors

lafopack $1 AntennasWest
373-8425

CIRCLE 332 ON READER SERVICE CARD

GRUNDIG ys-400

“The compact model most preferred by our pan-

elists forlistening to major worldband stations ...

audio quality is tops within its size class.”
Passport to Worldband Radio

Here's everything you want at a price you can afford.
The Grundig YB-400 covers LW, MW, FM and all of
SW. An illuminated LCD reads to 1 kHz on SW.
Enjoy smooth SSB with fine tuning knob. Tune your
favorite stations instantly with keypad entry or 40
memories. Other features include: dual digital clock-
timer with snooze and dial lock. Switches for; Wide-
Narrow, Local-DX and Hi-Low Tone. Supplied with
six AA cells, carry case, wind-up antenna, manual
and Grundig Wave Guide. #0040 5199.95 (+86)

Universal has a limited number of like-new Factory
Reconditioned YB-400s. All accessornes and same
one yEar limited warranty. #1704 $149.95 (+$6 )

| Fu::r a limited time, we will mclude a FREE radio |
| stand with your YB-400 purchase. An $8.95 value! J

Universal Radio
6830 Americana Pkwy.

Reynoldsburg, OH 43068
# Orders: 800 431-3939
¢Iinfo: 614 B66-4267

¢ FAX: 614 866-2339
hitp://www.universal-radio.com

uniger_sal
radio/inc.

Quality Communications Equipment Since 1942

Desert Storm So
luwﬂuﬂﬁmmads
size of open T3
1lb, and delivers Inri
:hlﬁingnr:hrm operation. Tough,
Solid, with no glass o break. So
rugged Uncle Sam used this for
spotter comununications and portable
repeaters in Desert Sworm.

Ready 10 use. $169. Add §5 S&H. Info S1.

Am"hf Order Houline
mmmwuﬂn B0l 373 8425

CIRCLE 340 ON READER SERVICE CARD

[(208) 852- 0830
MFJ-815B .
Undlrssom

You Want It - We Got it :
Similar savings on Standard, ICOM, Astron, Yeasu, Crushcrafl, Kemwood, Alinco,

| { Ete. All L.T.Q.
o=

ROSS DISTRIBUTING COMPANY
Hours Tue JFri 56 - B2 Mondeys. Closed some Sahurdsys (call hor appointment)

78 S. State Street, Preston, d. 83263

QUICK, AND SIMPLE 1T |

Flash cards NOVICE thru EXTHA theory. Key-words
underlined. COMPACT - EASY Over 9000 sets used.
A card for each question!

NOVICE 81195

TEMH ICIAN ~ §1085 - -
EE“E,.EDH"L ;ﬁﬁ Call Today! [=Si=reas
EXTRA  $1445 1.300-OKK-HAMS im0 =
Shippng 1 -§400 [y

0 more - 96.00 VIS sTuDY GUIDES

FsSAT Dec TamEx' mc ' P.O. BOX 17377
L o= 4 — 4 = - — = HATTIESBURG, MS 38404

CIRCLE 104 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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