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The EICO 753K
Melvin Lei bowitz W3KET
Charles Pa ppa s W3TND
Wilmington, Delaware

VFO am] if st rips arc built 0 11 printed ci rcuit
boards and go together quickl y and easily.
The audio, VOX, and fin al r f Sect ion are of
co nven tiona l cons truction. All pa rts are readily
accessible and the w iring is "single layer".
Alignment was easy and did not require test
eq uipment. The if alignment is accomplished
hy using the carrier oscillator as a signal
genera tor and the receiver "S" mete r as a
vacuum tube voltmeter. All other stages are
aligned by peaking the tuned circuits for
maximum output when transmitting. There
were some minor mistakes in the construction
muuuul which is not too surprising for the
firs t ri m of a kit as sophisticated as this one.
They did 1I0t ca use us any great trouble ami
conversat ion with EI CO ind icates tha t la ter
manuals will he corrected.

T wentv minutes after the last connection
had been soldered in place, we had the unit
a ligned and on the air. Reports were very
flattering in regards to suppression, voice
quality and freq uency stability. \\'e were im­
pressed by the receiver stabili ty and the
genera l ease of operation and i ll conclusion
we hope that E ICO will continue to expand
their ham line with other modem, high quali­
ty kits such as this one.

The authors recentl y comp leted a ll EICO
7r53, tri hand SSB-A"l-C\V transceiver kit.
The kit sells for $ 17~)' 9.5 and in our opinion
it is worth every P<" IlIlY. Powe r input is 900
watts PEP on SSB and C\ \' and 100 watts
on A~1. Full frequency coverage of the 80,
40 and 90 meter band s is p rovided. T he re­
ceiver section has <Ill offset tuning control so
that it c a ll he detuncd a few kilocycles from
the transm itted sig na l in case the other fell ow
drifts or is not exact ly Oil freq uency. This
control is smooth and easy to operate as is
the entire transceiver. The transceiver is
housed in a heavy gauge perfora ted steel
cabinet with a cast ulumiuum front p anel . Xla ­
chilled ulumiuum knobs nre used and the
"fee l" is excel lent. The main tuning d ial is a
d ua l ra tio with ratios of 6 to 1 and 30 to l.
This allows rapid hand coverage and at the
same time gives a good tuning rate for side­
baud. T he receiver is verv sensitive 011 all
hands and alt hough we did not measure the
rf ou tput; our dumm y load light bulb was
very bright indicating good efficiency in the
transmitte r. The set has an e ffective ALC sys­
tem on tra nsmit as well as good A VC action
on receive.

Construction of the kit was not difficult.
The crysta l fi lter is factory assembled. The • • • \ \ '3KET. \ \ '3T :,\D
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