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I f all receivers pe rfo rme d as well as th ey
lo oked , a h am would h ave 110 trouble in

obtaining a good one. Th e trick is find ing
the good receiver th at is behind the p re t ty
panel. The All ied AX-19 0 is such a o ne.
Be h ind the brushed alu minum front are five
prin ted circ ui t hoards that h o ld all compo
nents in very neat arra nge me nts. On one of
t hem is the four F ET fro nt end wh ich is
rate d at 0.51l V se nsi t ivity a t 10 d B SIN . Our
test u nit performed very well with no more
th an a longwi rc, and we h ave 11 0 reason to
dou bt the acc uracy of the manu fact urer 's
state me nt. Th is receive r picked up many
weak sta tio ns that o ther rad ios could not
hear. Th e preselector is very sharp and
sensi t ive and rea lly pea ks up signals wh ile
rejecti ng in te rfe rence fro m stro ng off-fre 
quency sta t ions. The receive r cove rs eigh ty
th rough all o f te n meters in 5 00 kll z bands .
T here is also provisio n fo r add ing ano ther
segme nt of th e 3.5 -10 Mll z range .

For t hose strong signals that ca use QRl\.·l ,
the Q·Multipl ier does an excelle n t job of
elimina ti ng hc terodyncs and pea king the de
sire d signal. Th is fea ture is certai n ly a
desirable o ne for CW and SS B o ps. Signals
here were ra ised b y th irty to fo rty decibels ,
and w he n t he rejection m od e was se lec ted,
an noy ing w hist les were eli m inated .

CW a nd SS B are received we ll b y mea ns
o f a fou r d iod e bala nced m odulato r circu it.
The first osci lla tor and bfo are crys tal
controlle d fo r sharp a nd accurate tu n ing.
The audio is clean and p ure, and almost
h i-fi in short. very com for table. Dual con-

versio n and ce ram ic fille r ad d measurably to
easy lis tening.

For those who might want to listen to
At"'l stat io ns that are outsid e the ham bands,
an AM positio n and A~'l wit h .A N L are
provided o n the fun ction swi tch. Incid ent al
ly , t he d iod e noise limiter performs very well
to take o u t ign ition and elec t rical noises
(i .c ., the flu ore scent ligh t on m y d esk).

As for min or fea tu res tha t add to the
pleasure of ow ning t h e AX-I 90, there is a 25
and 10 0 k Hz ca libra to r for accuracy of the
smoot h tuning vfo knob which has one
kil oher tz m ark ings on th e reset table skirt.
T h e rig also ha s p ro vision fo r operation
directly off o f 12 V de . making the rig
valuable fo r m obil e , Field Day , emerge ncy,
and po rt abl e u se . Antenna input is a com
mon SO-239 chassis con nec to r, provision for
mu ting, an d vfo o utpu t round ou t the
features o f this receiver . One o t her valua b le
feature of th e rig is th e acco mpa nying
inst ruc tio n manu al. It is com ple te wit h an
excelle n t theory of opera tion sect io n th at
includes excerp ts of the com ple te schema tic
sh owing th e vario us st ages in their individual
and com bined design st a tes.

For t he h am w ho is lo ok ing fo r J good
receive r, por ta ble , o r e merge ncy recei ver, at
$24 9.95 th is receiver need s careful consider
ation. Novices in part icular sho uld keep in
mind t ha t J fe w ext ra d olla rs on the receiver
purchase ca n add pro port iona lly grea te r en
joymen t to his o pera ting experiences. And
when upgrading h is licen se, th is receiver wil l
keep it s valu e in th e s tatio n.
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